Persian Basics: Colors Lol

color / colors rang / rang-ha La ;<; ) / & )
red ghermez BURT
yellow zard 3))
green sabz oy
purple banafsh o
white sefid i
black siyah / meshki Sia [ ol
water / blue ab / abi dj / uT

sour orange /

orange narenj / narenji S LU/ = 5U

coffee / brown ghahve / ghahve-yi Sl o agd [0 5g

khakestar /

ashes / gray khikestari S -/ S
face / pink surat / surati IO / =) 9P
kOhlil/u relavy sormeh / sormeh-yi ! 4o B [ as B
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gold (metal) / color) tala / tala-yi gﬁw / P

silver (metal) / color) noghre / noghre-yi S o J:'-’ / ° J-B-’
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Grammatical note:

In English, adjectives come before the noun, i.e., a green tree. In
Persian, however, adjectives come after the noun, i.e.,

derakht-e sabz = v >

(literally, a tree green)

The noun and adjective are connected using the zir diacritic (in
the Lesson 1 Alphabet PDF if you need a refresher). Zir is a small
mark that goes under a letter to add an e sound (like the "e" in
'red"). I've written it in the example above so you can see how
it's connected, but remember that these diacritics are typically
omitted in writing.

Sentence examples:

Daftaram ghermez-e. ) 30 3 e Jetr
My notebook is red.
Khorshid zard-e. R 34 J_:“:,J)}

The sun is yellow.

Livanam sabz-e. | s ('..3\ ‘9:\5

My glass is green.
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Ye daman-e banafsh .(st s el &3
daram.
R [ have a purple skirt.
Laptop-am sefid-e. V-V ("3"3 %,J
My laptop is white. RGN
Shalvar-e meshkim (..:g.;'..a Ok
kojast? Where are my Ry
black pants. ' -
Ketabam abi-ye NG ;s’T (,.»Lis
My book is blue.
Kif-e narenji dari? S ,U t._A.;S
Do you have an §c,ls
orange purse?
Un sandali ghahve- Sl osgd Jho o
yi-e. That chair is ol
brown. :
Jakat-e khakestari S S = S
dareh. S/he has a gray Sl
jacket. =l
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Kafsh-e surati .<=)U$ )P u:..af
nadaram. I don't have pink
shoes.
A . Z. oo Z.
Rang-e tala-yi SCid dﬁ}Ua Sy
ghashang-e. The gold color is -
beautiful. '
Rang-e mashinam Sl o v.’.:.‘i\.c K B
noghre-yi-e. The color of my .« |

car 1s silver.

Cultural note:

In Iran, soft drinks (xls & [ nushabeh) are commonly called by
color. For example, the Coke/Pepsi variety is sizh/meshki
(black), the Sprite variety is sefid (white), and the orange Fanta
variety 1s zard (yellow).

It's perfectly fine to call them by their names, as many do, but it's
very common to hear someone order s, 4l & (nushabeh zard),
a yellow drink, or simply Liw S cobus U 55 (do ta siyah, ye sefid),
2 blacks and a white, for example.
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